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Introduction


We'll be looking at a vision of the prophet Isaiah which is found in Isaiah 6:1-7. Before we begin let us open up in prayer. 


As we begin the study of a vision that Isaiah had. I would like to give you some background on Isaiah. Isaiah is the son of Amoz. Isaiah's name means “Yahweh is salvation” according to Walvoord & Zuck. Isaiah is of the tribe of Benjamin. We also note that King Uzziah had died or perhaps wasn't to far from dieing at the start of this chapter. Which is around the year 742 B.C. All these facts will help introduce you to Isaiah. However I believe of greater importance is the fact that he wrote the book of Isaiah which contains chapter 53 which prophesies how Christ was to die, and it really did happen.


There is a song which speaks some of this event that occurred in Isaiah chapter 6. “Take Me In” by Dave Browning 1986.

Take me past the outer courts

Into the secret place,

Past the brazen altar,

Lord, I want to see Your face.

Pass me by the crowds of people,

The priests who sing Your praise;

I hunger and thirst for Your righteousness

And it's only found in one place.

Take me in to the Holy of Holies,

Take me in by the blood of the Lamb;

Take me in to the Holy of Holies,

Take the coal, cleanse my lips,

Here I am.

Take the coal, cleanse my lips,

Here I am.


Please join me as we look at this incredible vision that Isaiah saw. When Isaiah envisions how holy God is and how sinful, He, Isaiah is. How does one describe the glory that Isaiah must have saw? The best we can do is look to God's Word which describes the scene set out before us, please, turn to Isaiah chapter six verses one through seven.

1. Isaiah sees the Lord's Holiness vv. 1 – 4 

Please read with me Isaiah 6:1-4 “In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple.  Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory. And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke.” Let us look at the first part.
“In the year that king Uzziah died” Isaiah saw this vision around the year 742 B.C. What did Isaiah see? Did he see himself as a King? No he saw something that was way above himself. He could not compare, we cannot compare. He saw the glory of the Lord most high.

a. The Glory of the Lord, shown. v. 1

“I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple.” Whom did Isaiah see? Isaiah saw the Lord. Right about this time what do you think perhaps Isaiah was doing? Do you think, he was thinking to himself “Wow I'm in God's presence I must be something pretty special.” No, we will find out later on why. What was the Lord sitting upon? The Lord was sitting upon a throne. Not only that, the throne was raised up, it was “high and lifted up.” Have you ever seen where after a football game or some sporting event the star of the show or several get lifted up to the shoulders of the people a place of prominence, that is “high and lifted up.” Next we find that God's train filled the temple. Perhaps it was a giant steam engine that sat around the temple taking over the room. That may have been interesting to see but this is not what it is being spoken of. It is speaking of a train like that of a King it was like a cape that extended from the shoulders down to the ground and as in this instance it filled the temple. Who knows how long it was. We see here a picture of God as a magnificent sovereign God. However God was not alone, in this temple.

b. The Angels of the Lord, the seraphims. v. 2

i. “Above it stood the seraphims:” We next look at this marvelous creature that was in the temple with God, an angel. These angels are said to guard the holiness of God their very name can be translated as fiery, or burned. 

ii. “each one had six wings with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly.” It is not every day that you see God's Glory, and see his marvelous creation. But this marvelous creation was doing something, they didn't just wing their way through the air they where making a very powerful proclamation from one to another.

c. The Holiness of the Lord, proclaimed. vv. 3-4

i. “And one cried unto another, and said,” What did they say? I would like you to really note these next three words. 

ii. “Holy, holy, holy,” Please remember those words “Holy, holy, holy.” When God tells us something one time in His Word it is important. But if He tells us three times we really better sit up and listen. What does the word Holy mean? It means sacred, God is sacred, sacred, sacred. Why does that matter to us? I will come back to this so please listen up, as to why it is so important that we see God's Holiness. So who or what is holy, let us finish the proclamation of the angels.

iii.  “Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.” Now we know who is Holy it is the LORD, the self existent one. This is not some God of wood, or stone. This is the LORD of hosts. Hosts is a “mass of persons.” The Lord of a great number of people. To give you a clearer picture of the LORD lets look at Exodus 3:13-14. “And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto them, The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, What is his name? what shall I say unto them?  And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you.” I AM – the self existent one, God doesn't need us, or anything to keep on going, he is self existent. Now we look at the rest of the proclamation of the angels.

iv. “the whole earth is full of his glory.” The earth is full of the Lord's splendor. Isaiah is perhaps shaking with awe and reverence before the Lord. We see next that something happens at the sound and/or power of this message.

v. “And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke.” Most of us at about this time would perhaps be looking for a door out, a way out of this. Perhaps we would pray, “Lord please take me out of here.”  Perhaps we would be held their by God's awesome splendor. Isaiah realizes something that we must all realize, that God is Holy.

vi. Application: Look back do you not see a holy God, the angels proclaimed it, the Lord is Holy. Why is it important that we understand this? Because of this holiness, iniquity shall not be in God's presence. Psalms 5:4-5 “For thou art not a God that hath pleasure in wickedness: neither shall evil dwell with thee. The foolish shall not stand in thy sight: thou hatest all workers of iniquity.” Lets turn over to Leviticus 10:1-2 to illustrate this, “And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the LORD, which he commanded them not. And there went out fire from the LORD, and devoured them, and they died before the LORD.” These brothers offered strange/profane fire in disobedience to God and they where devoured by fire. Sin/iniquity is a serious thing in God's sight. Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Isaiah understood that his iniquity should not be in the presence of the Holy God. Let's look at the next three verses where Isaiah recognizes his sinfulness, but God provides a cure.

2. Isaiah sees his need in light of the Lord's Holiness vv. 5-7

Please read with me Isaiah 6:5-7 “Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts. Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar: And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.” Let's look at the first part, the need is seen by Isaiah. 

a. Isaiah is unholy, full of iniquity/sin. v.5

i. “Then said I,” Isaiah realizes it is his own personal problem, we each need to look at our lives is it our problem? What is that problem? 

ii. “Woe is me! for I am undone;” The idea here is Isaiah is lamenting, when it speaks of him being undone, he is silent. Why is he silent, why is he not rejoicing in the presence of the Holy God?

iii. “because I am a man of unclean lips,” Does this mean that Isaiah took and simply hasn't cleaned his face? Let's go deeper, beyond that, this is serious, Isaiah is a man of defiled lips, profane lips, polluted lips. Please turn with me to Luke 5:8 Peter recognizes his sinfulness as well. Luke 5:8 “When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” If Isaiah was this concerned what about each one of us. Remember back to Nadab and Abihu they where consumed with fire. Remember Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Isaiah perhaps had an idea of this great problem, Isaiah is not alone in this problem.

iv. “and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips:” Isaiah is not alone in this problem the nation of Israel had unclean lips as well. What about each one of us, the New Testament says in Romans 3:23  “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;” All is quite extensive. Everyone of us in this room, everyone in the world has sinned. Isaiah realizes this all because he saw the LORD.

v. “for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.” His eyes saw the King, the LORD of hosts. Could this even possibly be speaking of the pre-incarnate Jesus Christ. Please turn with me to John 12:36-41 “While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light. These things spake Jesus, and departed, and did hide himself from them. But though he had done so many miracles before them, yet they believed not on him: That the saying of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake, Lord, who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed? Therefore they could not believe, because that Isaiah said again,  He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they should not see with their eyes, nor understand with their heart, and be converted, and I should heal them. These things said Isaiah, when he saw his glory, and spake of him.” We read starting at 36 to get the context but note closely verse 41 “his glory” this is Jesus' glory according to the context. Isaiah was face to face with the pre-incarnate Christ in Isaiah 6, Wow! Jesus provided for Isaiah, and Jesus provides for us.

b. Isaiah is purged of iniquity/sin. vv. 6-7

i. “Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar:” Notice here that Isaiah didn't do the work he didn't go in and pick up the coal. It was the seraphim no doubt sent by the Lord. So often we try to work for it, believing we must do it ourselves. That is work our way into heaven, Isaiah 64:6 tells us the value of our works, our righteousness. “But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.” Ephesians 2:8-9 also speaks of this, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” We can not do it ourselves. Isaiah couldn't do it, what happens next?

ii. “And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away,” What was the point of the coal, it was to remove the iniquity from Isaiah. That iniquity, was sin. Why would this be necessary? Remember when God says something once it is important but when he says it three times we better sit up here is something similar. We better pay  attention to this he mentions it twice, the removal of iniquity and sin.

iii. “and thy sin purged” His sin was purged, forgiven, placated, appeased, it was taken care of. Why would Jesus do this for Isaiah? I do thank God that He makes it known twice here, so we pay special attention. Iniquity is taken away, thy sin is purged, wow! This is really awesome news for Isaiah, now he can be in the presence of God. This is great, but what of you and me? Where do we fit into this?

iv.  Please turn with me to Romans 5:8 “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” We learned earlier from Romans 3:23 that we are all sinners. But turn back to that verse we where just at Romans 5:8 Isaiah was a sinner, and his iniquity/sin was removed by Jesus Christ. Just as Isaiah didn't take away his iniquity, or purge his sin, we can not either. Jesus did this for us in Romans 5:8. This verse could be said this way, “But God commendeth his love toward us in that while we were yet 'enemies of God,' Christ died for us.” What must you/I do to be saved? Please turn over to Acts 16:28-31 “And the keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep, and seeing the prison doors open, he drew out his sword, and would have killed himself, supposing that the prisoners had been fled. But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm: for we are all here. Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas, And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.” What did the jailer need to believe about Jesus? What do we need to believe about Jesus Christ? Please turn over to 

1 Corinthians 15:3-4  “For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the Scriptures:”  

1. “Christ died for our sins” Our only way to heaven. John 14:6,  “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” Jesus died for our sins but he was truly dead.

2. “He was buried”

This is important showing that he was truly dead. His tomb was guarded by Roman soldiers that where on penalty of death. Not only that the tomb entrance was sealed by a round stone that was place on an incline making it easy to go down but extremely hard to go up. A whipped, beaten Jesus could not move this and come out He was truly dead. But he did not stay dead!

3. “He rose again the third day”

So very important if he did not rise our faith is in vain. 1 Corinthians 15:17 “And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins.” Is Christ truly alive today look at the next four verses. 1 Corinthians 15:5-8 “ And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep. After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time.” Wow Jesus is alive today, will you believe in Him?

Conclusion


Will you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ? That he died for your sins? Was buried, and Rose Again. Please bow with me in Prayer. 


If you have any questions about believing in Jesus Christ, please talk to me or Pastor Mike, or Pastor Mike's wife, Bonnie. Each one of us would love to talk to you about this. 
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