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“That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises.”(Heb. 6:12) This is the ultimate conclusion of Hebrews 6:4-12, that the believer “be not slothful”, lazy Christians. But one who is following those who have gone on before, inheriting the promises.
 

There are many believers that unfortunately, believe this passage is dealing with the loss of salvation. This writer through various arguments will attempt to persuade those who believe that this passage refers to a loss of salvation that it is about the loss of rewards.
 The immediate context is where this paper will begin in the exegesis of this passage.
IMMEDIATE CONTEXT

(vv. 5:11-6:3)


The author of Hebrews is speaking to Jewish believers, telling them that you are “dull of hearing.”(Heb. 5:11c) On a side note, this is definitely talking about believers, how can an unbeliever leave behind the basics of Christianity? 
 Continuing down through the context it is noted that the believers are in a state of standing still, which in reality is sliding back. Moving into chapter 6 the word therefore is noted. Therefore believer move forward, don’t keep looking to the basics but move on. Verse 6:3 brings out the point that one is able to leave the basics and grow only “if God permit.”(Heb. 6:3) So where does the strength for moving on come from? It comes from God. The context leads into the next point for those that remain in a standing still or a back sliding state, a warning follows.
THE IMPOSSIBLENESS OF THE SITUATION 
(v. 6:4-5)

“For” brings in the impossible situation, compare the word impossible with the verses 6:18; 10:4; and 11:6.
 Verse 6:18 shows the impossibility of the situation in comparison, for it is known that God cannot lie, it is impossible for Him. “Impossible for those,” (Heb. 6:4a) who is the word those referring to? Note the descriptive words that describes the word those such as, “enlightened,” “tasted of the heavenly gift,” “partakers,” also tasters of “the word of God, and the powers of the world to come.” (Heb. 6:4-5)


This paper will only address the word “enlightened” and for the sake of time, study will be left up to the reader on the other terms in these two verses. 

A  quote from Lange’s gives us the idea of the word “enlightened,” “But the context, and the use of the word, (ch. X.32), show that the word here denotes spiritual enlightenment affected through the preaching of the Gospel (comp. John i.9; Eph. iii.9; Ps. xxxvi.10) The [apax] stands in contrast with [palin], ver.6. Men pass the turning point from darkness to light (Eph. v.14) only once; the change can never occur again (Del.)”


The word “those” therefore indicate believers, for only believers have been enlightened in this regards.


Verse 6 brings in the controversy of whether this is a believer loosing salvation, or of loosing works. The common view by many is that of the loss of salvation but fortunately for us this is not the correct interpretation of this passage. In the next section it is noted the meaning of falling away.


THE FALLING AWAY 
(v. 6:6a)

The falling away of the believer is a terrible thing, this is why it is being addressed. The author shows the seriousness of the matter here. The phrase “fall away” is not of loosing salvation however it means “‘to fall aside to fall away from,’ ‘to mistake,’  ‘to err to fall in one’s way to deviate.’” This gives the idea of straying from the narrow road, not of falling off of a cliff into utter hopelessness of loss of salvation.
 
RENEW UNTO REPENTANCE 

(v. 6:6b)

If this passage is believed to referring to the loss of salvation then it is a permanent loss, because the word “impossible” noted above ties into it this way, “For it is impossible if they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance.” The situation would be totally hopeless, but the context of the Bible must be brought in. Remember the various passages that refer to never loosing salvation, such as John 3:16, 5:24, 6:39 and 1 John 5:13. The Bible does not disagree with itself. 
 


So what does this phrase “to renew them again unto repentance” refer to then? Rowell gives a good idea of the meaning of the phrase. “To ‘renew’ unto repentance seems to suggest a former repentance, and this former repentance is referred to in verse one where it speaks of ‘repentance from dead works,’ e.g., ceremonial washings, sacrifices, ordinances, etc.”
 The believer stands still or backslides is said to be re-crucifying Jesus Christ, what a terrible shame.

CRUCIFYING TO AN OPEN SHAME 

(v. 6:6c)

The believer is saying Christ I see you as useless. This kind of believer’s testimony goes beyond uselessness into destructiveness. Let this be a warning! “They tear Him out of their hearts, where He fixed His abode, and exhibit Him to the open scoffs of the world as something powerless and common.”(Bleek in Alford)


“We are either with Christ as a life of fruitfulness testifies to the reality of our salvation and shows forth His praise, or we are against Christ as a life of barrenness denies Him.”
 The illustration found in verses 6:7-8 brings a much clearer meaning to the over all passage this will now be looked at.
THE EARTH—ILLUSTRATION OF THE BELIEVER


Verses 7 and 8 are tied in with the word “for," the author wants now to illustrate his point using something the readers would be familiar with, an illustration of a crop. The word earth symbolizes the believer. The illustration shows two different believers that of a Bountiful Believer, and a 3rd degree Burned Believer yet alive.
THE BOUNTIFUL EARTH—BELIEVER
(v. 6:7)

The first believer has rain poured upon it perhaps the preaching of the word of God is poured out greatly upon this believer. As with the talent illustration, where the one with five talents double the talents, the rain is not wasted. (Matt. 25:14-30) The believer is bountiful, producing fruit, good works.  
THE BURNED EARTH—BELIEVER

(v. 6:8)

A contrast is brought into the illustration with the word “but” the believer here is different. This believer here referred back to in verse 7 as noted in verse 7 receives rain as well. However the results are different, this believer produces thorns and briers, and is rejected.

“The word ‘rejected’ is [adokimos]. The word [dokimos] means ‘approved’ as in 2 Timothy 2:15, ‘Study to shew thyself approved unto God a workman that needeth not to be ashamed’ (see also 1 Cor. 11:9; and 2 Cor. 13:7). The word is used in connection with works and not salvation. Since [dokimos] means approved, [adokimos] means disapproved.”
 So what is rejected, the works of this believer are rejected. 


Many will now say look at the phrase “whose end is to be burned.” Rightly so this phrase must be addressed. Many will take this phrase and say this is where the loosing of salvation enters in noting that the believer is to be burned, assuming that this is a burning in hell.


However the context bears out that this is referring to the works being burned not the actual believer. Turn to 1 Corinthians 3:12-15 this brings light upon that which is being burned it is the works, they are tested. The believer even though he looses all will escape. 

A Greek study was done upon the word end to see if it joined with any words such as “burning,” however the word end was neuter while “burning” was feminine. The reader may then say well the works then are not burned. However neuter as indicated by Joseph Buckley in standard refers to concept. “End” may not be word specific in gender, to such words as “thorns and briers” which are dead works. However it does refer to dead works in concept. The result then would be that the dead works are burned up which agrees with 1 Corinthians 3:12-15.
 “Bloomfield’s comment on this is, ‘we have here alluded to a process common in the East,-and found more or less everywhere-by which foul land is ameliorated by the thorns and thistles being pared off at the roots, and heaped and burned; which both cleans and manures the soil.”




So what is the point of all these verses, the author is warning the Jewish believers about being dull, that is lazy in their Christian walk.  
BRETHREN, YOU ARE FRUTIFUL BUT DO NOT BECOME LAZY 
(v. 6:9-12)

THE WRITER PERSUADED OF THE BOUNTIFULNESS OF THE BRETHREN

(v. 6:9)

In verse 9 the word “but” which contrasts verses 6 and 8. “We have been convinced” (Heb. 6:9)
, that you are not backslidden. As with the false prophets in Matthew 7:15-20 bad works show who they are, likewise good fruits and good works can be an indication before men. “Those fruits, being the natural concomitants of salvation, bore witness that the people in whom they appeared were genuine heirs of salvation.”
 These good works also speak to God, on behalf of the believer.

BRETHREN, GOD SEES THAT YOU’RE FRUITFUL

(v. 6:10)

In verse 10 a new thought is introduced through the word “for” this being that God is a fair Master he is not a Master that unfairly gives. God remembers the good works of the believer. 
BRETHREN, ALL OF YOU BE FRUITFUL

(v. 6:11)

An addition is added to the previous thought with the word “and.” The author along with whoever is with him desires good works to be in all the Jewish believers. “The earnestness of the believers in helping one another when in need should be continued in a further growth in grace.”
 

The author is coming to the point, don’t be dull, lazy believers but follow the examples, refer onto Hebrews 11 to see some of these examples.

BRETHREN, BE NOT LAZY BUT FOLLOW THE EXAMPLES SET BEFORE YOU

(v. 6:12)

The crux of the passage is found in verse 12. The word “‘slothful,’ is the same word as ‘dull’ in 5:11.”
 “There are temptations to be slothful or lazy when the going is rough and the goal remote. Nevertheless there has been a succession of faithful ones (cf. Heb. 11) and we know that our efforts are not in vain.”
 Take this to heart, do not be slothful but be a Christian that is serving the Lord.
CONCLUSION CONTEXT 
(vv. 6:13-20)

To bring into conclusion it is noted specifically in verses 6:18-20. Hope is mentioned in verse 18 which is referring to salvation. In verse 19 “hope” is an anchor to the soul, something that can be rested upon, “sure and stedfast” does that sound like it can be lost? As Paul often said in Romans, “God forbid!” The believer’s salvation is not of himself but of Christ who is entered into the veil (Heb. 6:20), the believer is not held in salvation of himself but of Christ. Rejoice in this hope.
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